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which it appears to hide. The dramatic novel is almost pure revelation, the character novel almost pure suggestio falsi. Pecksniff is so completely given in the flat presentation that even if Dickens had never made him commit a mean or villainous act we should know he was a hypocrite. The " unmasking" of flat characters (of which Dickens was so fond) is indeed always displeasing; it makes a public announcement of an open secret. Dickens puts a term to Pecksniff's career; he pulls off the mask; and after that nothing remains, the substance has disappeared with the form* Thackeray was too intelligent to do such a thing often. He rarely unmasked his characters, for he knew that they were unmasked the whole time.
This, then, is the reason why the flat character can be " summed up in a sentence, and yet there is this wonderful feeling of human depth." But even in saying this Mr Forster again does an indirect injustice to the flat character. No doubt "I will never desert Mr Micawber" does bring Mrs Micawber before us once she is known; but it could never have created her, She lives for us because she says ever so many other things in
character with " I will never desert Mr Micawber/5
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